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Leading Now and Into the Future 

Led by the Vision (https://www.iaumc.org/leading-now-vision) as articulated by the Bishop and Appointive 
Cabinet, Pastor Lilian started the conversation here at New Hope UMC last February 21st with twenty-seven 
New Hope UMC members in attendance. We are asking every member of this congregation to attend these 
conversations. Of course, the ideal is to have you all come to the four scheduled and Pastor-led conversa-
tions.  
 

Even though you missed the first one, please take time to come to the next three ï February 27th, 
March 21st and March 28th at 6:30 p.m. and ends at 7:45.  The Vision articulated by Bishop and Appoin-
tive Cabinet is available in printed form upon request. The February 21st Power Point prepared by our Pastor is available 
in printed form upon request.  
 

Here is an outline of the steps we are taking as part of our response to the Vision: 
 

STEP 1 - Decide on how we respond as a congregation ï Are we going to support same sex marriage being held at our 
spaces and conducted by our Pastor?  1.a ï Four Conversations are facilitated by our Pastor so that everyone has the  
opportunity to hear and to be heard. 1.b ï A Task Force is put together to create a draft of what New Hope UMC wants to 
publicly articulate as our missional affirmation in regard to same sex marriage. 1.c ï Conversations will be facilitated by 
the Task Force at various groups, committees and Boards so that all people are given a time to examine our expressed 
affirmation in written form. 1.d ï Schedule and hold an All Church Conference to decide by a prayerfully-discerned vote 
of confidence on our missional affirmation in relation same sex marriage. 
 

STEP 2 ï Hopefully, by the time we have completed STEP 1, the General Conference convened, voted and the birthing 
of new bodies have started. New Hope UMC will decide where to best align what we decided as our congregational  
missional affirmation in relation to same sex marriage.  This will be, of course, finalized at an All Church Conference.   
Hopefully, to complete STEP 1 will make STEP 2 a shorter process.  
 

May the Spirit be with us along the way. 
 

Pastor Lilian 

Ash Wednesday ~ Wednesday, March 2nd 

 
 

Come for a Pancake Supper at 6:00 pm.   
Free-Will Offering. Prepared and Served by  
Sr. High BLAST.  Help Sr. High BLAST in raising money for their  
summer mission trip. 
 

Stay for worship at 7:00 pm 
Childcare will be provided for  children ages 4 and lower. 

 

Join us this Ash Wednesday for food, fellowship, and prayer. 

https://www.iaumc.org/leading-now-vision


Prayer Chain Request 

If you have a prayer chain  
request, please call Mary Ann 
Rice at 515-664-0222 email at 
marice2460@gmail.com or the 
church office at 278-2097. 
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Our Prayers for ~ 
Healing from Cancer:  Betty Holwegner, 
Jody Rains, Roberta Cave, Steve Cate, 
JoAnn Decker, Fred Foreman, Evette 
Burton, David Ruleman, Skylar Freeman, 
JoAnn Pugh, Josephine Demarco, Brian 
Upper, Kathy Biermann, Mary Textor, 
Paula Grapp, Kay M. Kay 
Healing from Physical Issues:  Cheryl 
Cross, Jim Harvey, Karen Christensen, 
Esther Dabill, Ron Cooley, Jo Foote,  
Freda Ruleman, Sharon Symonds,  
Norma Sutton, Nancy Foreman,  
Dick Pipho, Jack Habick, Galyn Cross, 
Pam Wilson, Elizabeth McNeal, Anthony 
Ruleman, Theresa Faber, Jeff Louk,  
Desiree Spring, Jennifer 
Those Who Are in Rehabilitation and 
Nursing Care:  Glenda Millard, Ann 
Krause, Kinney & Jim Carnahan, Sheila 
Hartung, Dick Biermann, Gayle Easton 
Military:  Michael Craighton, Todd 
McGinnity, Devan Stanton, Hunter 
Schmidt, Joshua Ruleman.   
Our Partners in Ministry: 
The United Methodist Church; Bishop  
Laurie Haller and the Iowa Annual Con-
ference; Missionary Doctor Emmanuel 
Mefor in Zimbabwe; African Immigrants &  
Refugees Transition services (AIRTS); 
Women at the Well; Bidwell Riverside;  
Central Iowa Shelter and Services; 
DMARC's Food Bank; Meals from the 
Heartland; Johnston Partnership;  
Urbandale Partnership 

In ĩe midst of winterĎs chiĥ, as we 
grow impatient fĦ spring, Ğĥ us 
wiĩ your warmĩ and new life, 
dear LĦd.  
 

 

Sundays at 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 
Masks are recommended, not required. 
For our church family members that are not  
comfortable with indoor worship, we continue to 
offer the Sunday morning Parking Lot Radio 

Feed and also the Pre-Recorded Worship Services that are emailed to you on 
Sunday mornings and also can be found on the church Facebook page.   

 
Directory Update: 
Jim & Lynn Louk 
3524 Grand Avenue 
#G202 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
515-271-6990 
 

Thank You: 
To my wonderful New Hope Family, 

Thank you for the many prayers for my family members.  Your healing  

prayers continue to work and are appreciated. 

Also, thank you for celebrating my 101st birthday with me with cards, phone 

calls and visits.  I have the big card that was signed by you on my table where 

I can see it every day.  I am so blessed by you all!   

Iôm praising God and loving life! 

Fred Ruleman  
 

Our Sympathy 
 

Our Sympathy to Dean Peterson and family on the passing of his wife, Judy 
Peterson.  
 
Our Sympathy to Marilyn Osborn and her brother, Merritt Harpole and his 
family on the death of his wife, Teddie.  

Church Communications 
Stay connected with New Hope UMC!!   
 

Weekly announcements and the monthly newsletters are sent out to 
everyone via email.   
 

If you have not been receiving these emails, please contact Nancy 
Monthei in the church office at 515-278-2097 or   

nhfamily@newhopedsm.org.   
 

ALSO, we appreciate receiving your updated contact information.  Thank 
you! 

mailto:marice2460@gmail.com
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Joseph, How God Builds Character Bible Study: There are two options for this  
9-week bible study at church. 

1. Daytime bible study beginning on Monday, March 7th, 1 p.m., led by       
Armenta Buckingham and Linda Kielsmeier. 

2. Evening bible study beginning on Wednesday, March 23rd at                  
6:30 p.m. ï 7:30 p.m. Please come at 6 p.m. for supper with our Children and 
Youth. Armenta Buckingham, Linda Kielsmeier and Pastor Lilian are enlisting    
co-teachers.   

Please sign up for the Bible Study at New Hope's Welcome Window. We want to 
make sure you receive your Joseph Study Guide ahead of time so you can read and 
answer the questions for the first lesson. The study guide will cost you $7.75.      
Of course, all men, women and teens are invited to attend the bible study!! 

This Bible Study is about Joseph from the book of Genesis, the most loved son of 
Jacob. Joseph faced hard times--more than once. He was sold into slavery by his 
brothers. He spent years imprisoned because of a false accusation. And yet Joseph was able to live in           
forgiveness and hope, and God did great things in his life every step of the way. Author, Paul Borthwick,     
invites you to explore Joseph's story as a way toward discovering how God's dream might be fulfilled in and 
through you.   Please join us either on Mondays or Wednesdays! 

The CAT Priority Groups will have a potluck and planning 

meeting on Thursday, March 31 at 6pm.  Even if you have not previously partici-
pated, it is not too late to be a part of these fun and important groups.  Share your 
ideas for growing our church in its various forms of ministry.   
 
Come hungry and bring your favorite potluck dish to share!  There will be plenty of 
food, good conversation, and planning for the future growth of New Hope.   
 
Bruce Bernard: dabill49@aol.com 
Linda Yaske: linda.yaske@gmail.com 

Veterans Helping Veterans  will be having a 8:30am breakfast on Saturday, 
March 5th.  The breakfasts are open to all veterans, their spouses, and supporters.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Billy Nuzum at bbnewz54@gmail.com 

A Lenten Reading/Devotional that Pastor Lilian is personally reading is titled, 

ñUnrevealed Until Its Season - a Lenten Journey with hymnsò 
by James C. Howell. 

We have limited copies of this devotional that can be purchased for $13.50 from Pastor 

Lilian for your own personal devotion during Lent.   

Please contact the church office, 515-278-2097 or nhfamily@newhopedsm.org to        

purchase your copy. 

mailto:dabill49@aol.com
mailto:linda.yaske@gmail.com


Join us! 
9:30 a.m. in the Ruby Chapel using ñWired Upò curriculum. 
 
 
 
 

Friday Bible Study 
We will meet on March 11th and 25th at 1:00 p.m. at the church.  
Questions?  Please contact Jim at jimlouk@icloud.com 
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For the Traditional Services (8:30 & 10:45), if you would like to have 
flowers on the altar in celebration of a birthday, anniversary, graduation, 
or in honor or in memory of a loved one, please sign up on the flower  
calendar which is located across from church office.   
The flowers are $35.00 per Sunday and you may take your flowers home 
after the 10:45  service. 

Care Ministry Team 
The Care Ministry meets quarterly. 
Next meeting is on Thurs.,  
May 12th at 10am in the  
Fellowship Hall. 
This team ministers to congregation 
members who have had new babies, 
have been in the hospital, have been 
ill or are dealing with grief. This 
team meets on a quarterly basis.  
If you would like to join the Care  
Ministry team, please contact 
Clarice Rubek or Mary Ann Rice. 
 

Womenôs Fellowship will 
not meet in January.  The next  
gathering will be on Thursday, 
March 17th at 9:30 a.m. at 
church.  All of the women of the 
church are invited.  
Questions?  Please contact Susan 
Clark at 515-964-5119 
or suespruce@aol.com 

New Hope Needlers 
The Needlers sewing group meets 
the 3rd Friday of the month,  
March 18th, from 9:00 am,  
3:00 pm in the north  
classroom.   
We enjoy lunch at Panera in John-
ston (optional). 
Bring your sewing machine, scis-
sors, thread and pin cushion to 
make Little Dresses (kits provided) 
and components for Days for Girls 
feminine hygiene kits. 
There are always non-sewing jobs 
to be done, such as cutting lengths 
of ribbon, threading the ribbon into 
the drawstring bags, matching col-
orful fabric pieces for shields, and 
scissor cutting fabric.  Please join 
us in our missions. 
Questions may be directed to Jody 
Rains, 515-278-8282 or Diane 
Densmore, 515-270-1974. 

Blood Pressure Check 
Will resume on March 6th,  
9:30a-11a in the Narthex. 
 

Support Groups 
Al-Anon 
Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Ruby Chapel. 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Tuesday at Noon in the Ruby 
Chapel. 
Stroke Club of Iowa 
3rd Tuesday of the month  
(February - October) at 7 p.m. (not 
currently meeting) 

mailto:suespruce@aol.com
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East Entrance Addition ~ Update 
 

The East Entrance Addition has received tremendously positive  
comments, especially referencing the usefulness, the appearance and how 
it complements the overall church building.   
 
As of January 31, 2022, $73,497.66 was donated.  All of your donations, 
regardless the amount, was and is, greatly appreciated!   
 
The actual cost of the addition and other improvements was $134,304.00, 
leaving approximately $68,095.17 on the long term loan.  We appreciate 
all of you who have made monthly pledges to this project until fully paid.  
 
Current loan balance as of 1/31/22 is $62,361.02 as an additional principal payment was made using donated 
funds of $5.451.21. 
 
When donating to this project always write in the memo line of your check ñEast Entrance Additionò.  Thank 
you for your generosity and your involvement in our church!    
 
John Rains 
East Entrance Addition 
Task Force, Chair 

Love that welcomes all 
 

Actor Tom Hanks once said, ñThereôs no substitute for a great love who says, óNo matter whatôs wrong with 

you, youôre welcome at this table.ôò Although I donôt know that quoteôs context, those words could well  

describe Jesus and Holy Communion, as well as Godôs unconditional love. 

 

For when Jesus first invited his followers, ñTake and eat; this is my body. Take and drink; this is my blood,ò 

he didnôt exclude Judas, who would betray him, or Peter, who would deny him, or any of the others, who 

would abandon him as he was arrested and executed. 

 

Indeed, no matter whatôs wrong with us ð what sins weôve committed, what flaws we try to hide ð Jesus 

welcomes us to the communion table. And heôll welcome us to the great heavenly banquet at the end of time. 

For the great love of God declares, ñYouôre all welcome at my table.ò 

ðHeidi Hyland Mann 



 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: Connecting kids to God and others. 
 

Vision Statement: Connecting lessons about God through real life  
experiences. 

  

Sunday School for PreK thru 7th grade at 9:40 a.m.   Due to Spring Break, there will be no 
Sunday School on March 13th and the 20th. 
We are using ñKidsô Travel Guide to the Fruit of the Spiritò as our curriculum with two classrooms.  
One for Pre-K through 2nd Grade.  The second classroom will be 3rd Grade through 7th Grade.    
 

 
Thank God Itôs Wednesday  Due to Ash Wednesday, there will be no TGIW on March 2nd. 
Due to Spring Break, there will be no TGIW on March 16th. 
 
    6:00-6:30  Meal Served 
     6:30-6:45  Children and Youth Opening Meeting 
     6:45-7:45  Groups Meet (SWAG, Jr. BLAST, Sr. BLAST) 
     7:45-8:00  Children and Youth Closing Meeting  

 
 
S.W.A.G. (Saved With Amazing Grace):  PreK - 5th grade.   

We have been traveling with the Beatitudes and about to the end of our  
journey.  For the remainder of the school year, we will pick up  
two Old Testament stories and two New Testament stories.  
 
Children/Youth and their families are welcome to join us weekly for the 
Wednesday night meals!  
 

March 9:  Hotdogs/Chili Dogs/Fries by Bob & Sue Soards 
March 23:  Pulled pork Sandwiches and Corn casserole by Nancy & Dale Monthei 
March 30:  Filipino Noodles by Pastor Lilian and Kirk 
 
 

A free will donation is collected each week to help cover the cost of the meal ingredients. A suggested donation amount is 
$5 per person or $20 per family.  
 

Thank you to everyone that has volunteered to prepare the March meals!   
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Ukulele Lessons for All! 

Annalyn Vida of Des Moines has agreed to come and teach all of us to play the ukulele every 1st Wednesday of each 
month.  Next gathering will be on April 6th at 6:45 p.m (no gathering in March). 

Every age group is welcomed to join our Wednesday S.W.A.G. group (Pre-K through 5Th Grade). Kris Wakeman and 
Pastor Lilian hope to have this lesson a ñmulti-generationalò activity.  

Of course, you will have to bring your ukulele with you because Pastor only has a few to  
be used by the S.W.A.G. Ukuleles are sold at Reiman Music on Douglas.  

Bring your Family and learn something you can do together and have fun! 


