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Meals from the Heartland Sunday at New Hope UMC 
August 10th is our 3rd Annual On-site Meals from the Heartland Packaging Event!   

 

On August 10th, we will provide an opportunity to worship and serve at the same time 

and place.  We are hosting a “Meals from the Heartland” event in which we will worship 

for 20 minutes at our 8:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10:45 a.m. worship services and then 

those who choose to will move to the Fellowship Hall where you can participate in  

preparing food packets.   

 

We will package 36,000 meals.  A suggested donation is $45, which will pay for one box of 216 meals.   

 

Sign ups will continue until all stations are full.  Thank you to all who have helped with this wonderful event. 

 

This is a very worthwhile way in which New Hope can live out its mission statement of “Serving God, Loving 

Others, and Following Jesus Christ.” 



prayer chain request 

If you have a prayer chain request, 
please call the church office            
at 278-2097 or  
Jan Davisson at 251-4894. 
To be added to the e-mail prayer 
chain distribution list, please call 
the church office or Jan. 

Prayer Concerns  
Earl Lewis; Marilyn Rapp;  

Gary Ruleman, son of Freda 

Ruleman;  Jody Pugh, daughter-in-

law of Dodee Pugh; Jeff Olson, son 

of Ginny Ghee; Peggy Haugland, 

mother of Dennis Haugland;  

Al Naumann, Jacob Naumann’s 

dad;  Bishop Julius Trimble; District 

Superintendent, David Weesner; 

District Field Minister, Karen  

Nelson; Dr. Emmanuel Mefor,  

missionary. 

Prayers for the following  

military personnel:  Jason Homard; 

Zach McClain; Tim Rains; Collin 

Traylor; Mike McGhee  and our 

national and world leaders, our  

military and their families. 

 

Baptism 
Congratulations to Cooper Owen 

Lemke, Garrett Walker Lemke, and 

Marshal Neil Lemke who were  

baptized on Sunday, July 27.   

Cooper is the son of Neil Lemke 

and Cynthia Boyce.  Garrett and 

Marshal are the sons of Neil Lemke 

and Amy Lemke. 

  

Wedding 
Congratulations to Danielle  

Gibbons and Stephen West on their  

July 26th wedding. 
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Our Sympathy 
Our Sympathy to John & Carolyn 

Burrough and family on the passing 

of Carolyn’s mother, Connie  

Comfort. 

 

Our Sympathy to Larry & Paulette 

Wood and family on the passing of 

Larry’s mother, Mildred Hope Fisher 

Wood. 

 

Our Sympathy to Lynn & Jan  

Davisson on the passing of Lynn’s 

brother-in-law, Mike Heatherton  

 

Thank You 
Dear JROL, 

What a blessing you are to the  

museum and to our veterans.  

Memorial Day was different this year 

and I "Thank You" for all you did to 

make it a success. We had 3,475  

visitors and over 900 had breakfast. 

We could not reach out to so many 

people without you. Your church 

does so much for the museum we 

can't say "Thank You" enough. Until 

the next event (August 2nd)  

Blessings to all of you!  

Sherrie Colbert, Director;  

Bob Holliday, Board Chair 

 

Thank you to New Hope Community, 

God’s presence was reflected in every 

card, caring message, hug, visit, good 

thought and prayer during my  

father’s recent hospitalization.  Your 

kindness continues to encourage us 

and brighten our day!   

Most Sincerely,  

Jean and Robert Vesely (father) 

 

Pie Sale Thank You 

Thank you to the pie makers and the 

pie buyers.  $347 was raised on July 

13 and will go toward the Women’s 

Fellowship’s missions. 

 

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who  

contributed to the parsonage remodel 

project, both in monetary giving and 

physical work!  Those who I have 

recorded as working are – Gary 

Stubbs and Nan, Steve Sutton, Kim 

Buske, Marilyn Osborn, Carole &  

Dave Followwill, Earl & Sharon 

Lewis, John and Denise Hartford, 

Jerry & Linda Kielsmeier,  

Arny & Shelly Larsen, Bill & Pam 

Gibbons, Melisa Forbes, Paul 

Weisskopf, Mark Sahlin, Mark & Sue 

Baldwin, Barb Agan, Karen  

Skovgard, Marilyn Osborn, Kirk 

Dickey, Kathy Russi, and Nathan 

Roff.  If I have omitted anyone, 

please forgive me and thanks to you 

also.   

A very special thank you to Carole 

and Dave Followwill who kept the 

ball rolling and did an admirable  

effort with the detail as well as  

keeping the project moving!   

Another special thank you goes to the 

ladies who helped me select and buy  

materials.  They are Linda  

Kielsmeier, Kathy Russi and Melisa 

Forbes.   

Each person contributed what they 

could based on time and talent and 

each are highly commended for  

completing a very worthwhile project 

and welcoming Pastor Jon and Anita 

Gaul in a special New Hope  

welcome!   

Thank you very much! 

John Rains 

Chair, Board of Trustees 
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Confirmation Class Dessert/Information 
Thursday, August 28 @ 6:30 p.m.  

 

Attention 7th graders and families! 
Are you starting 7th grade this fall? 

Do you have a child/grandchild/niece/nephew/cousin/sibling/

neighbor who is starting 7th grade? 

Are you interested in…Confirmation? 

      Then plan on attending our special Confirmation Dessert/Information  

Meeting, Thursday, August 28, at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.   

     This informational meeting is for 7th graders interested in Confirmation, and 

their parents/families.  We’ll take a brief look at the Confirmation year schedule, 

as well as discuss what one can expect in Confirmation. Please bring your family 

schedule.  An ice cream dessert will be served. 

      If you have any questions or are unable to attend that evening, please contact 

Pastor Gaul at 278-2097 or nhfamily@newhopedsm.org. 

 

2014 Lay Servant 

Training 

August 22-23 Emmanuel 

UMC Granger, IA 

 

Basic Class-Lay Servant Ministries Led by 

Rev. Bill Deskins 

 

Advanced Class -Prayer "Let the Whole 

Church Say Amen" Led by Barb Mather and 

Rev. Jon Gaul. 

 

For further information and to register please 

contact the District Office 515-963-0440 or 

www.iaumc.org/cdist or contact Barb Mather 

515-664-1029 or jbmather@msn.com. 

 

Registration forms can also be found on the 

kiosk in the Family Life Center.    

 

Registration is open until August 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you see anything that needs to 

be corrected in the new photo  

directory, please contact the 

church office. 

Thank you! 

 

Photo Directory  

Updates 
 

Tom & Ann Schultz 

2024 Dorchester St. 

Norwalk, IA  50211 

515-981-4272 

Ann:  

agrudschultz@centurylink.net 

Tom:  

schultz_tom@centurylink.net 

 

Pastor Jon & Anita Gaul 

4545 Beaver Ave. 

Des Moines, IA  50310 

Pastor Jon’s cell:  515-251-7156  

Volunteer Enrichment 
Host:  Children and Youth Ministries    

When:  Sunday, August 17 at 12:00 PM 

Where:  New Hope UMC in the Family Life Center 

 

Please join us for a gathering of New Hope UMC and Johnston River of 

Life children and youth volunteers! This 90 minute opportunity will  

include a motivational speaker, training/information, and break out  

sessions with time to work in your area of children/youth ministries.  

Lunch and childcare provided.  

Please RSVP, including the number of children, to Sarah Jacobson at 

515.278.2097 or sjacobson@newhopedsm.org. 

mailbox://C:/Users/Nancy-M/AppData/Roaming/Thunderbird/Profiles/zqx9262h.default/Mail/Local%20Folders/Inbox%20Filed.sbd/www.iaumc.org/cdist


ALL WOMEN OF NEW HOPE 

AND JROL 

are invited to the 3rd ANNUAL 

TRIP TO WALNUT on August 21 
http://www.walnutiowa.org 

 

Join the women of the church as they enjoy 

lunch and a fun day shopping in Walnut, Iowa.   

Esther Stout has again,  

invited us to have lunch at 

the library.  The other  

merchants are excited 

about us coming because 

they so enjoyed our past 

visits.  They are busy  

planning little specials for you. 

     We will leave the church at 9:00am and return 

in the afternoon.  We will be carpooling so each 

car can leave when they are ready. 

     So that there is time to plan food and car 

pools, please contact Carol Harter, 274-1467 or 

carolannharter@gmail.com, before August 17th.  

If you can be a driver, let Carol know when you 

sign up.   

 

 

 

 

 

New Hope Chancel Choir Begins 
Wednesday, August 20, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Take your voice from the shower to one of the best 

seats in the sanctuary!   Chancel Choir will begin 

Wednesday, August 20 at 6:30 p.m. to prepare for the 

upcoming church year. Please meet in the sanctuary. 

     For those new to our congregation, most rehearsals 

last one hour and we share our “sermon in song” at the 

10:45 a.m. service from September to May. The group 

sings many different styles so there is something to 

meet all musical tastes. If child care is needed, this can 

be arranged (please let me know in advance so I can 

be sure to have a provider available). 

     If your schedule makes it impossible for you to 

sing with us on a regular basis, I encourage you to 

consider being a part of our Seasonal Choir that meets 

to prepare for our Christmas and Easter cantatas, as 

well as once a month during the summer. These  

rehearsals start after Chancel Choir at around  

7:30 p.m. (except during the summer) and last for one 

hour. 

     If you enjoy making music, we’d love to have you! 

We have a wonderful group of musicians and I’m  

always looking for new folks to join in the music  

ministry at New Hope. Mark your calendars, and I 

look forward to seeing you on August 20. 

Eldon Cross, Director of Music,   elcatalia4@gmail.com 

or 515 250-1476. 

JROL Go Fish Praise VBS  

Thank You 
For all those who helped with our community 

Vacation Bible School at the Barn, thank you so 

much for your commitment of time and service.  

You have gone above and beyond.  You have 

reached out to families without a church.  You 

have shared graciously with people you don't 

know.  You have “Served God, Loved other, and 

Followed Jesus Christ, in Community.”  We had 

almost 40 kids from the community and heard 

some great testimonies such as the one below: 

“Thank you JROL and New Hope UMC for offer-

ing something in the community for our kids that 

is a positive impact on them and supporting our 

family.  You have touched our lives and made us 

feel welcomed and loved.” 
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Yee-Haw 

The 2014 Harvest Dinner and Auction Fundraiser is fast approaching. Please mark your calendars for this 
function which will be held Sunday, October 19, 2014, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

     The General Store and Auction need your donations. Some suggestions for donations for the General 
Store are handmade jams and jellies, knitted and crocheted items, woodworking projects, paintings,  
photography, crafts, sewing projects, quilting projects, canned goods and baked goods. The General Store 
will have items for sale valued up to $50. Please let the General Store Chair, Barb Agan, know what you plan 
to donate for the General Store. Barb's contact information is: 515-255-8292, aganbarjim@gmail.com.  
   The Auction is accepting donations with the minimum value of $50. Auction items can be handmade items 
similar to the items listed above for the General Store. Also, donations for the Auction can be for dinners, 
game tickets, handyman services, and handmade furniture. Please let the Auction Chair, Melisa Forbes, know 
what you plan to donate for the Auction. Melisa's contact information is: 515-276-0695, mel4bs@aol.com. 

     You can buy your tickets for the Harvest Dinner and Auction Fundraiser beginning Sunday, September 7 in 
the Fellowship Hall after each worship service.  Tickets are $10 for Adults, 12 years and up;   
$5 for children 5-11 years; and FREE for children 4 years and under. Your ticket entitles entry into the General 
Store, a delicious buffet meal, musical entertainment and a fun Auction. Childcare during the Auction will be 
provided for children 4 and under. 

     The Harvest Dinner and Auction Fundraiser will raise funds for New Hope's programs and projects.  

 

What do you plan to make for the General Store and Auction? 

Rally Day 
September 7 
Christian Learning Time 

Kick Off at New Hope 

UMC! 

     Join us for the first 

day of Christian  

Learning Time (Sunday school for  

preschoolers – adult) on Sun.,  September 7th.  

 

 

CLT Age 3 – Grade 5: Classes will meet at 

10:45 for the first 30 minutes and then ages 3 

– grade 5 will participate in fun and games. 

 

Jr. and Sr. High CLT- A special invitation 

to 6th-12th graders: Join the Jr. and Sr. CLT 

classes for Rally Day Extreme! Meet in the 

Jr. and Sr. youth rooms at 10:45 for the first 

15 minutes and then participate in activities 

designed just for you. 

 

Adult CLT: There are two choices for adults 

@ 9:30  & 10:45 in the Ruby Chapel 

 

All-church potluck @11:45  

Bring a dish by last name to share. 

A-G:  Main Dish  

H-O:  Side Dish  

P-Z:   Dessert  

Vacation Bible School  

at New Hope UMC 
Thank you to all of the hard working VBS leaders who helped 

to pull off this very successful outreach event. We had almost 

80 children and youth from our church and in the community 

register for our program. We had over 50 volunteers come  

together to teach, lead kids from station to station, cook in the 

kitchen, decorate, 

clean up and float to 

wherever they were 

needed. Without your 

hard work and  

dedication, this 

would not have been 

possible. If you see 

an adult wearing a 

VBS t-shirt, make 

sure to give them an  

extra special 

thank you,  

because we 

can’t thank 

them 

enough for 

all the work 

they do! 
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Children & Youth Ministries  

Mission Statement 

A church family working  

together to teach children to 

know, grow, and show the love 

of Jesus Christ.  

 

Christian Learning Time (CLT) 

It’s time to register your child for Christian Learning Time in the fall! You won’t want to miss the fun  

year we have planned! Registration forms will be available at the welcome center. We have some minor 

changes to inform you about. The age groupings will be: 

 

3 & 4 year olds:  Meet upstairs in the green classroom. We will ask parents of these children to consider rotating 

as an extra adult. If no more than 1-2 kids participate in this class we will find an alternative 

(nursery or pre-k class). Still looking for co-teachers for this class! 

 

PreK/K:   Meet upstairs in the purple classroom. 

 

1st & 2nd grade: Meet upstairs in the orange classroom. 

 

3rd grade: Meet upstairs in the yellow classroom. In September, each third grader receives his/her Bible. 

We are starting something new by offering a class just for 3rd graders. Not only will this class 

offer the regular curriculum, but we will weave in a Bible literacy curriculum. We are hoping 

this could be an anchor year for the children- one during which they receive some solid biblical 

teachings, grow in understanding of how to use their Bible as their general literacy skills       

improve, and make leaps in their faith. Still looking for co-teachers for this class! 

 

4th & 5th grade: New age grouping this year. This will be our Pre-teen class. Meet downstairs in the blue  

 classroom. Still looking for co-teachers for this class! 

 

6th - 8th grade: Starting this school year, we are moving the 6th graders into the Jr. High CLT class. This will 

now be consistent with the make-up of our Jr. Blast youth group. This will allow students to 

enjoy Christian fellowship together during Jr. Blast and grow in Christian education together 

during Jr. High CLT. Meet downstairs in the Jr. High classroom. Still looking for co-teachers 

for this class! 
 

9th-12th grade: The Sr. High group will have their own CLT class this year to focus on more age appropriate 

topics. Meet downstairs in the Sr. High classroom. Still looking for co-teachers for this class! 

 

Adult:   There will also be two opportunities for Adult CLT at 9:30 and 10:45. 

 

 

We are excited to make these improvements to our program. Our church is growing and our numbers are getting stronger 

so we feel these decisions will be the right thing for our church to move forward in educating our children and youth.  

 

 

 We will have an informational meeting on August 24th at 10:45 and 11:45 in the  

Fellowship Hall for any parents or members of the congregation to ask questions. If you have questions or concerns 

about these changes before that date, or are interested in leading/co-leading one of these classes, please contact:  
Sarah Jacobson (Children’s Ministry Coordinator) 515-278-2097 sjacobson@newhopedsm.org -or-  

Sherri Bogue (C/Y Ministry Chair) 515-277-0725 or boguesa@gmail.com –or-  

Beth Roff (C/Y Ministry Co-Chair) 515-954-8884 or howlandpics@gmail.com –or-  

Pastor Jon Gaul 515-278-2097 jgaul@newhopedsm.org 
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Are you a parent or grandparent? Do you have some free time on Sunday mornings? Do you have  

children or grandchildren that regularly attend Christian Learning Time or would like to start? 
 

STARTING THIS FALL ADULT MINISTRIES AND CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

MINISTIRIES HAVE A NEW LEARNING OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU! 

 
 

Who: Parents and Grandparents OF ALL AGES are invited 

What: A Christian Learning Time class for adults 

When: Starting Sunday, September 7th at 10:45am 

Where: The Ruby Chapel 

Why: This is a great opportunity for the parents and grandparents of our congregation to spend some time learning from 

one another and growing together as the most influential people in the lives of our children. 

Rick and Cathy Homard will lead us in a 6-session group study called “The Love Dare for Parents” This study will help 

parents learn how God has wired each of their children so that they can tailor the way they discipline, show affection, and 

teach life lessons, relating to each child based on his or her uniqueness. 

 

If you are interested in joining this class and purchasing “The Love Dare for Parents Bible Study” book, please refer 

to the insert in the weekly bulletin or info outside Sarah’s office. 

 

Prayer Opportunity 
Adult Ministries and Children and Youth Ministries are partnering to offer an opportunity for adult 

Christians to pray for and connect with New Hope and JROL’s children and youth.  

We are seeking adults who would like to pray for the children of a Christian Learning Time (CLT) 

class. Our goal is to have 2-3 adult prayer partners for each class. Adult prayer partners will meet the 

children of their assigned class and pray for them. We are asking that adults who volunteer to be prayer 

partners make the following commitments: 

 1. Pray for the children/youth of your class 

 2. Visit their CLT class on  

  New Hope: Sunday September 14th and 2-3 more times September -May.  

  JROL: Saturday Night Class on September 20th  

            -or- Sunday Morning Class on September 21st  

 3. Send birthday cards to the children/youth in the CLT class (no gifts please- these kids need your presence, not 

your presents) 

 4. Support CLT teachers with encouraging words and cards 

 5. Authorize New Hope to complete a background check 

If you are interested, sign up on the clipboard in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Family Fun Nights will continue with Movie Night at the Barn! 
Wednesday, August, 20th: Movie Night at the Johnston Barn. 5:30-8:30pm 

 

 

TGIW Family Nights will start back up again on Wednesday, September 10th with a Family 

Tailgating Party. Bring your favorite lawn game to play, dress up in your favorite team attire and 

come for a light dinner (Please RSVP outside Sarah’s office so we know how much food to  

prepare). You can bring other tailgating snacks to share, and even decorate your vehicle. Let this 

be an opportunity to get pumped up for the big Iowa vs. ISU game on September 13th. There will be a contest for the best 

dressed family and best decorated vehicle!    



*Check out the Children and Family Ministries Information Spot!  
This month in the Parent Link and on the bulletin board you will find a meal time devotion titled “Walk a Mile in His 

Shoes,” and an activity puzzle for kids. This month under the Parent Resources section you’ll find some important arti-

cles titled “Talking About Sex and Puberty,” and “Teaching Children Healthy Sexuality.” Both articles offer good in-

sight as to what role family plays in teaching kids about sex, and their gender roles. Let’s be honest, if we as parents 

don’t educate our children about sex, someone else will, and it may not be the kind of information you want them to 

know. This is a great piece for parents who aren’t at the point yet to start preparing for those types of conversations, and 

for those who have older kids already at that stage in life, it’s a great tool to teach kids about sex from a Christian per-

spective. If you have any ideas or suggestions for Parent Resources or topics you’d like to see, please contact  

sjacobson@newhopedsm.org. 

  

**School Supplies Needed: There is still a “wish list” of craft supplies posted outside Sarah’s office in case you 

happen to get extra supplies on sale when you do school shopping this month. Please think of New Hope when buying 

your items. These items can be dropped off in Sarah’s office.  

 

***Do you ever feel like the church has a never ending list of volunteer opportunities and it can feel overwhelming to 

find just the right opportunity for you? There is a reason churches are always seeking out volunteers… we can’t survive 

without them.  We need people like you to step out in faith and serve confidently where God has called you to serve. 

Check out this list of “10 reasons for people to serve.” 

10 Reasons for People to Serve 
God created us to serve (Ephesians 2:10). God didn’t intend for 20 percent of people in the church to do 80 per-

cent of the work. He calls each of us to serve. 

Jesus profoundly modeled service (Mark 10:45). We want to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, conforming to his image. 

We’re never more like Jesus than when we serve. 

 Kids are our greatest mission field (Proverbs 22:6). You’ve heard the stats. The majority of people who choose to 

follow Jesus do so during childhood. 

God blesses people who serve in children’s ministry (Matthew 10:42). Jesus said if you give even a cup of cold 

water to the least of his followers, you’ll be rewarded. How much more so for those who give goldfish crackers? 

Jesus ministered to children (Mark 10:13-15). Ministry to children is a priority to Jesus. When the disciples tried 

to shoo the kids away, Jesus rebuffed them and welcomed the children into his arms. 

Serving connects us to others (Hebrews 10:24-25). Service creates community- the glue that connects us to the 

church and to each other. People who serve together often become like family.  

God reaches entire families through children (Philippians 2:4). Volunteers get to see entire families impacted by 

the work they do. 

Serving brings glory to God (1 Peter 4:11). Serving is an act of worship. 

Serving is key to spiritual growth (Colossians 1:9-10). Christians who serve often deepen their faith. Committing 

to service is a great way to commit to grow in their relationship with Jesus. 

God gives us gifts to share with others (1 Peter 4:10). You are discovering your spiritual gifts and learning how to 

use them. 

Serving is a blast (Psalm 33:21). Children’s ministry is the most fun place to serve in the church.  

   (Adapted for Children’s Ministry Magazine) 
 

If you are looking to get involved in Children and Youth Ministries, we still have lots of 

open positions for you! 
CLT teachers for our 3 & 4 year old class, grades 3 and up, our Jr. and Sr. High classes 

TGIW activity leaders (you can choose the activity!) 

TGIW Meal Coordinator (s) (without this person we cannot provide Wednesday dinners) 

Children’s Worship leaders (you don’t have to be a teacher for this one) 

Special Events Coordinator(s) for Rally Day (It will be AWESOME!) 

Jr Blast helpers (THIS WILL BE A BLAST!) 

Nursery subs (on an as needed basis) 

JROL is always looking for volunteers with their children’s programs too! 

And a new opportunity: CLT Prayer Partners  

If you are interested in helping in one of these areas, please contact Sarah Jacobson at sjacobson@newhopedsm.org or 

talk with one of our Children and Youth Ministry team members for more information: Sherri Bogue, Beth Roff,  

Carole Followwill, Pam Frey, Kelly Mohrman, Jenn Higdon, Jackie Johnson and Elaine Sheer. 
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(6th-8th grade)   The focus of Jr. High BLAST is to share the love of Christ through fun fellowship 

activities and service projects.  

August Gathering:  Jr. High Blast will be meeting at Climb Iowa on Thursday August 7th at 6pm.  Parents 

please drop the kids off at Climb Iowa to sign the release form.  

(9th-12th grade)   Sr. BLAST Leaders: Chris Higdon, Charity Johnson, and Pam Frey. 

BLAST@NewHopeDSM.org 

 

The Senior High BLAST group just returned from their mission trip in Tahlequah, Oklahoma.  They spent the week 

working with a great group of autistic kids that ranged in age from 8 years old to 22 years old; with a ride range of autism 

level.  Our kids did a great job of being these campers buddies for the week and encouraging them to try new things like 

low ropes course and archery. 

     This year we had twelve of our BLAST members and leaders on this trip (Chris Higdon, Charity Johnson, Pam Frey, 

Nathan Ferguson, Brady Jansen, Brandin Johnson, McKayla Johnson, Kate Lichter, Hannah Hoffman, Clarissa Short, 

Kaylee Stubbs, and Jordan Williamson).  More pictures and videos are posted on our Facebook account; please go out 

and check them out (http://www.facebook.com/SeniorHighBlast). 

     Beyond working with the kids on a daily basis; the 

group enjoyed chapel and worship time with two other 

youth groups; the theme for the week was brokenness and 

redemption.  The first part of the week was discovering 

the areas in our lives that needs broken to allow God back 

into our lives.  The second part of the week was focused 

on the redemption part and leaving our brokenness at the 

cross and let Christ back into our lives.  This was a great 

time for our youth group to bond as a single supportive 

group.  Finally, the group enjoyed some bonding time 

while playing games at a local Dave & Buster’s, because 

of the rain, and rafting/cliff jumping into the Illinois  

River.  We had a few brave people that attempted the 35 

foot cliff jump this year. 

     If you would like to hear more about our mission trip; 

join use for a celebration breakfast after each service 

on Sunday, August 3rd; where the kids will be available 

to talk about their personal experiences that they had on 

the mission trip.  Additionally, it is that time of the year when we invite new freshmen to be part of this great group.  We 

will be hosting an informational meeting for any new freshmen that want to get involved with Senior High BLAST or 

any other high schooler that would like to get involved.  The informational meeting for both the kids and parents will be 

after each service on Sunday, August 24th. 

 

Here are the some upcoming Youth events for the next couple of months:  

Aug 3rd - Mission Trip Celebration Breakfast at New Hope after each service  

Aug 24th  ~ BLAST 2014/2015 season Informational Meeting after each service (incoming 9th Graders are welcome) 

Sept 7th  ~ New Hope CLT Rally Day / All - Church Potluck 

Sept 13th@ 2pm  ~ BLAST Iowa VS Iowa State Game 

Sept 14th@ 3pm  ~ Kick Off of BLAST Weekly Sunday Meetings 

Every Sunday Night (3pm – 5pm) ~ BLAST Sunday Night Activities Starting on Sept 14th. 

 

More information about the above events will be sent out in email and posted on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/

SeniorHighBlast). 
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Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, August 9 

at 7:30 a.m. at New Hope. 

 

Women’s Fellowship 

No meeting in August. 

Next meeting will be on Thursday, 

September 18 at 9am at New 

Hope. If you have any questions, 

please contact Sharon Lewis  

at 254-1692. 

 

Blood Pressure Check 
New Hope is offering free Blood  

Pressure checks each month.   

August 17, 9:30-11:00am will be 

the next BP checks.  Come to the  

Narthex after each worship  

service. 

Care Ministry Team 
This team ministers to congregation 

members who have had new babies, 

have been in the hospital, have been 

ill or are dealing with grief. This 

team meets on a  

quarterly basis and will meet on 

Thursday, October 9, 10am at 

New Hope. If you would like to join 

the Care Ministry team, please  

contact Clarice Rubek or Mary Ann 

Rice. 

 

New Hope Needlers - 

Monthly Gatherings 
The New Hope Needlers plan to 

meet on Monday, August 11 at  

11:30am at Panera in Johnston for 

lunch, then sewing from 1- 4 pm at 

Kim Buske's. Any sewers are  

welcome to join for one or both 

parts of the day. Questions? Call 

Kim at 515-334-5448.  

Support Groups 
Al-Anon 
Every Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the 

Ruby Chapel. 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Tuesday at Noon in the Ruby 

Chapel. 

Stroke Club of Iowa 
3rd Tuesday of the month  

(February - October) at 7 p.m. 
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Small Groups  
 

2nd and 4th Saturdays of the 

month at 4pm.  Childcare is  

provided.  Contact Sherri & Nick 

Bogue, boguesa@gmail.com with  

questions. 

 

"The ladies enjoyed a fun and entertaining afternoon in the 

New Hope Tea Room held on Saturday, July 19th." 

2014 Summer Bible 

Study / Faith Exploration 

Class 
Have you ever wanted to learn 

more about the theologians who are 

the foundation of our modern Chris-

tian faith?  This summer you have 

the opportunity to take a study / 

class on some of our church fathers.  

We will be looking at a series called 

Armchair Theologians that makes 

this study light, fun, and enjoyable 

group discussion.  (No preparation 

or prior education required, and no 

such thing as a dumb question) 

     The study will be 7:00 PM – 

8:00 PM on the first and third 

Wednesdays of each month, hosted 

at the home of: 

Jon and Wendy Musgrave 

5810 Brentwood Circle 

Johnston, IA 50131 

 

August 6 Bonehoffer 

August 20 Barth 
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AUGUST MISSION NEWS 
 

 Our Mission focus for August is Habitat for Humanity.  Looking for 16 adults to participate as the 

hands and feet of Christ in helping on Saturday, September 6 from 8:15 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the 

New Hope UMC/JROL Habitat for Humanity Work Day.  You can sign up on the Mission Table 

beginning August 17th or let Denise  know that you are interested, denisehartford@gmail.com  

 or 515-890-1406. 

 

 We will also be signing up to visit Women at the Well’s worship service on September 25th.  We can only take  

 6 people so we will sign up 8 with 2 of them being alternates in case of illness, etc.  Sign ups for that will also begin 

 on August 17th as we need to get personal information to the prison about 3 weeks ahead of the visit for security 

 checks.  

 

 Missions has helped a record number of young people attend camp this summer.  We have paid for half of the cost 

of the camp stay to enable more to have a great Christian camp experience. 

 

 Vacation Bible School children collected items for flood buckets used by UMCOR (United Methodist Committee 

on Relief) for clean up in Iowa and around the world.  Missions donated money to pay for items for an additional 18 

buckets.   

 

 Little Dresses for Africa.  An Outreach Africa mission team will be traveling to Tanzania this fall and will take lit-

tle dresses and britches with them to give to the children in the villages they support.   Please prayerfully consider 

the opportunity to make a difference in a child’s life in Tanzania by…making little dresses and britches, donating 

pillowcases, fabric, thread, double fold bias tape, and ¼” elastic.  Place items at the Missions table. 

Hand of Luke is currently serving up to 250 individuals each month at Central Iowa Shelter 

& Services downtown Des Moines.   

     Sign up sheets are located in the Narthex.  While receipt of supplies is most appreciated there 

are occasions when meal ingredients must be supplemented.  If you are interested in providing a 

financial donation to support this cause, please notate "Missions - HOL" on your check (or with 

your cash).  Thank you. 

Hand of Luke - August 14 
Hash Brown Ham (or Chicken) Casserole 

Dinner Roll 

Corn 

Cookie 
 

Sign up in the Fellowship Hall to make food donations, cook or serve.  Cooks meet at the church between 3:00-3:30pm.  

Servers transport the food to the Central Iowa Shelter & Services at 5:30pm, return by 8:00pm. 

  When dropping off your non perishables, please see that they are clearly labeled HOL and clearly indicate who it is 

from and place on the kitchen counter.  Frozen items may be placed on the marked shelves in the industrial freezer.  If  

possible, please indicate on the sign up sheet where you placed your item(s) (for  

example, “in pantry”, or “in the refrig.”). Baked goods should be transferred to a disposable container if possible.     

THANK YOU!!! 

http://p.m.at
http://p.m.at
http://p.m.at
mailto:denisehartford@gmail.com
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Garlands of Gifts 
Mark your calendars for  

Saturday, November 15, 9am-3pm 

at New Hope UMC.   

This open to the public craft & gift 

fair will have crafters or  

national direct sales companies as 

vendors.   

Interested in being a vendor?  Please 

contact Tamara Evans at 309-1960 or  

tamaraevans2@gmail.com 

CHICK LIT BOOK CLUB/

PRAYER GROUP/FILM 

GROUP 

Coming to the Ruby Chapel on 

September 25th at 6:30pm! 

 

Orange is the New Black:  My 

Year in a Women’s Prison  

by Piper Kerman 

 

 “With a career, a boyfriend, and a loving family, Pip-

er Kerman barely resembles the reckless young wom-

an who delivered a suitcase of drug money ten years 

before. But that past has caught up with her. Convict-

ed and sentenced to fifteen months at the infamous 

federal correctional facility in Danbury, Connecticut, 

the well-heeled Smith College alumna is now inmate 

#11187–424—one of the millions of people who dis-

appear “down the rabbit hole” of the American penal 

system. From her first strip search to her final release, 

Kerman learns to navigate this strange world with its 

strictly enforced codes of behavior and arbitrary 

rules. She meets women from all walks of life, who 

surprise her with small tokens of generosity, hard 

words of wisdom, and simple acts of acceptance. 

Heartbreaking, hilarious, and at times enraging, Ker-

man’s story offers a rare look into the lives of women 

in prison—why it is we lock so many away and what 

happens to them when they’re there.” 

Coming Late Fall… 

New Hope Books & Collectibles Sale 
Saturday, December 6 from 9AM-3PM 
 

At the recent rummage sale wrap up meeting, there was 

discussion about (1) the significant increase in the number 

of books we received and (2) the shopper for books and 

collectibles is perhaps a different shopper than the typical 

rummage sale shopper looking for clothes, housewares, 

bedding, etc. The committee decided to try hosting a  

separate Books and Collectibles Sale later this year and 

then not include books in the spring rummage sale.  

To that end, a Books and Collectibles Sale has been  

scheduled for one day only Saturday, December 6 from 

9AM-3PM in Fellowship Hall. Proceeds from the Books 

and Collectibles Sale will be added to the rummage sale 

proceeds. 

 

Collectibles may be antiques, curios, art, or manufactured 

collectibles. Examples of manufactured collectibles are 

Avon bottles, Hummel figurines, Lladro figures, Longaber-

ger baskets, and Fenton glass. All collectibles for this sale 

should be clean, unbroken, and ready for display. No toys, 

furniture, or large antiques will be included in the sale. In-

dividuals with collectibles can either donate them to New 

Hope for the sale or choose to sell them at the sale on con-

signment, with the seller receiving 50% and New Hope 

receiving 50%. Any unsold collectibles on consignment 

would remain the property of the member, understanding 

that the owner will need to be present at the end of the sale 

to pick up the unsold collectibles. Books would be a dona-

tion to New Hope for the sale and any unsold books would 

be given to the Johnston Lions Club for their spring book 

sale. The sale staff will price all items to be sold; items will 

be priced competitively (under the price listed on eBay, 

Craig's List, etc.). Unlike the rummage sale, there will be 

no mark downs or price negotiation. 

 

What do you need to do now: 
    - start setting aside books and collectibles that you want 

to donate or collectibles to sell on consignment. Items for 

the sale will be accepted Tuesday-Wednesday, Dec 2 - 3 

from 1-7 PM. 

    - mark your calendar for Saturday, December 6 and plan 

to attend the sale. Tell your friends and neighbors. 

    - consider volunteering to help set up the sale, work at 

the sale, or help with take down 

    - save paper shopping bags with handles, tissue paper, 

and bubble wrap. (There will be a drop box for these under 

the sign-up table soon). 

 

If you have any questions about what is a 'collectible' or 

any other questions, please contact Kim Buske 

(kim.buske@gmail.com) or Kathy Russi 

(KWRussi@aol.com).  



Enjoy the Convenience of  Electronic Giving  

 New Hope wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a way to automate your 

offering.   

     To setup online Giving go to www.newhopedsm.org OR www.johnstonriveroflife.org 

and click on the donate button.  This will direct you securely to set up an automatic donation plan, change 

your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  Changes can be made 

confidentially at any time.  Or if you like, paper authorization forms are located on the table in fellowship 

hall.  Please contact the church office for additional information. 

    If you decide to give electronically, please feel free to pick up a card that says “I give electronically” to 

put in the offering plate if you would like to participate in the offertory.   
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New Hope Sunday morning 
Worship attendance 

 

                8:30       9:30       10:45 total 
June 29 40 112 122 274 
July 6 34 100 105 239 
July 13 41 97 85 223 
July 20 40 123 106 269 
July 27 37 72 95 204 

New Hope Financial Update 
Below is the General Fund operating budget report for 

June  2014 compared to our 2014 budget and June 2013 

 

 June 2014 June 2014 June 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts 28,581.58 27,413.85 28,375.14 

Total Expenditures 27,005.04 27,907.82 29,322.00 

Net Surplus (Deficit) 1,576.54     (493.97)    (946.86) 

 

 YTD June 2014 YTD Juney 2014 YTD June 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts 14,7696.10 143,709.24 166,409.77 

Total Expenditures  16,7688.18 172,020.82 178,549.35 

Net Surplus (Deficit)     (19,992.08)                (28,311.58) (12,139.58) 

Johnston River of Life 
Worship attendance 

 

    Sat      Sun  total 
June 28 62 June 29 40   102 
July 5 35 July 6  33     68 
July 12 62 July 13 38   100 
July 19 54 July 20 39     93 
July 26 32 July 27 42     74 

Johnston River of Life Financial Update 
Below is the General Fund operating budget report for 

June  2014 compared to our 2014 budget and June 2013 

 

 June 2014 June 2014 June 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts   9,386.88   8,975.00     n/a 

Total Expenditures 14,177.85 13,142.11     n/a 

Net Surplus (Deficit)  (4,790.97)  (4,167.11)     n/a 

 

 YTD June 2014 YTD Juney 2014 YTD June 2013 

 Actual Budget Actual 

Total Receipts 65,987.11  50,070.00       n/a 

Total Expenditures  62,525.37  59,102.70      n/a 

Net Surplus (Deficit)       3,461.74                     (9,032.70)      n/a 

ATTENTION ALL TECHIES!!! 
New Hope United Methodist Church is looking for a Web Master to maintain the church  

website.  This is a volunteer position.   

If  this is a gift that you could share with the church, please contact Billy Nuzum at 

bbnewz54@gmail.com or Chris Higdon at HigdonChristopherG@johndeere.com. 

http://www.newhopedsm.org/
mailto:bbnewz54@gmail.com
mailto:HigdonChristopherG@johndeere.com
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Most of us live our life thinking thoughts like: 

 

 “Do I make a difference?” 

  “Does anything that I do matter?” 

   I don't have time for that today.” 

    “Why should I care?”   

 

We live under the presumption that the little things don't matter.  We determine that missing one morning work out won't 

really hurt, or skipping prayer time before a meal, or choosing sports instead of church doesn't make a difference.  We 

tell ourselves that we don't have time to focus on the details of life.   

 

But the truth is, and scripture tells us that every detail matters.  Everything that we do should have a glorious purpose.  

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”   

Each person is of sacred worth.  Each day a gift from God.  Each Invitation an opportunity. Each prayer an intimate  

relationship.  Each decision an active choice.   

 

As Christians we should realize that every detail of life is an opportunity to live for Christ; it is a chance to display God's 

glory and reflect His love.  We impact people and share days.  We invite individuals and intercede in prayer.  We decide 

to live for the glory of God.   

 

Maybe the real question is how can we make this choice over and over again?   

How can we be Intentional with our faith?   

How can we Impact others for Christ?   

How can we: 

 

 Be Inspired 

  Be Involved 

   Be Christ in Community 

  

Join us in July for The Power of One.   

 
 



sunday volunteers 
 
Greeters arrive at worship 
service fifteen minutes early 
to welcome worshipers. 
 
Lectors read the scripture 
lessons for the day at the 
8:30 and 10:45 worship   
services. 
 
Children’s Church meets 
during 9:30 a.m. worship 
service in the sanctuary & 
1st/2nd grade classroom. 
Volunteers read a Bible story 
to the children and supervise 
craft and play time. 
 
Hosts buy or bake six to 
eight dozen cookies (no pea-
nuts/nuts), and serve coffee 
and lemonade after the 9:30 
contemporary and 10:45 
traditional worship services. 
New Hope purchases three 
to five  dozen cookies to also 
be served with the hosts’  
cookies. After fellowship 
time the hosts wash, dry, 
and put away the cookie 
platters, rinse out and dry 
the coffee canisters, and 
take the trash out to the 
trash bin. When you sign up 
to host, a letter from New 
Hope will be mailed to you 
before you host with instruc-
tions on how to host.  

 

If you are interested in     
volunteering for any of these 
positions, please call  
Nancy Monthei, church  
secretary, at 278-2097. 

8:30am 
Traditional Service 

 
Greeters 
  3 Wakeman family 
10  
17 Charlotte Schultz 
24 Margaret Hempill 
31 Kathy Russi 
 
Lectors 
  3 Maurine Myers 
10 Vicki O’Brien 
17 Vicki O’Brien 
24 Cathy Short 
31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Traditional Service Callers 
  3   Mark & Leah Scherer 
10    Bob & Marlys Borcherding 
17    Norma Sutton 
24    Bob & Marlys Borcherding 
31   Norma Sutton 
 
Contemporary Service Callers 
  3     Eldon Cross 
10 Rod & Lynette Cook 
17 Eldon Cross 
24 Rod & Lynette Cook 
31 Eldon Cross 

9:30am 
Contemporary Service 

 
Greeters 
  3 Glenna Ross 
10 
17 
24 
31 
 

Lectors 
  3  
10  
17 Kinney Carnahan 
24 Tony Hoffman 
31 
 

*Hosts 
  3 Sr. BLAST 
10 None 
17 Pam Frey 
24 Tony & Tracy Hoffman 
31 Larry & Melisa Forbes 

 

Money Counters  
  3 Ron Zoss, DeVonne  
 Douglas, Randy Jansen 
10 Clark Howland, Rick 

Homard, Larry Wood 
17 Jerry Kielsmeier,  
 Kim Traylor, John Burrough 
24 Tony & Tracy Hoffman, 

Glenna Ross 
31 Ron Zoss, DeVonne  
 Douglas, Randy Jansen 

 

Pal Friday:  9 a.m. 
  1 Mary Drossel 
  8 JoAnn Decker 
15 Norma Sutton 
22 Marge Carnahan 
29 Pat Papenheim 

10:45am 
Traditional Service 

 
Greeters 
  3 Bob & Carol Harter 
10 Jim & Norma Smith 
17 Larry & Paulette Wood 
24 Larry & Kim Buske 
31 Steve & Norma Sutton 
 

Lectors 
  3 Jon Verner 
10 Barb Mather 
17 Billy Nuzum 
24 Sally Corcoran 
31 
 

*Hosts 
  3 Sr. BLAST 
10 None 
17 Andy & Spencer Sutton 
24 Earl & Sharon Lewis 
31 Jerry & Linda Kielsmeier 

Those who serve New Hope in August 

thank you for volunteering 

to help with the worship  
services.  If something comes 
up and you have a conflict, 
please contact another 
church member to switch 
with you and call the church 
office with the changes (278-
2097). 
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* Hosts...please note that several New Hopers have peanut 

allergies. Therefore, please refrain from using peanut butter 

or any peanuts/nuts in your cookies.   THANK YOU! 
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SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY   WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY 

3   Communion 

Celebration breakfast after 

each service by Sr. 

BLAST 

10a, JROL worship at 

Pointe Vista Park 

4 

 

 

 

7p, Trustees Meeting, Ruby 

Chapel 

 

 

5 

9:30a, Sr. Singers practice 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

6 

 

 
7-8p, Bible Study at 

Musgrave home 

 

7:45p, Praise Team 

7 

 

 

 

 

6pm, Jr. BLAST at Climb 

Iowa 

1 Office Vol: Mary Drossel 

5p, Davis/Clapper     

rehearsal 

 

8 

Office Vol: JoAnn Decker 

2 

4pm, Davis/Clapper 

wedding 

 

9 

7:30a, Men’s Breakfast 

10 

Meals from the Heartland 

11 

 

 

11:30a, Needlers at Panera 

 

12    9a-Noon:  Office 

volunteer:  Jan Davisson 

 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

 

 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

7:45p, Praise Team 

14 

 

 

3:30p, Hand of Luke 

 

6:00p, Harvest Auction 

Meeting 

15 

Office Vol:  Norma Sutton 

 

 

 

16 

 

17    

Food Pantry Sunday 

9:30-11a, Blood Pressure 

 

Noon, CLT Volunteer 

Enrichment 

 

18 

 

19   Aug. LINK deadline 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

 

 

7:00p, Finance Meeting 

7:00p, Stroke Club 

20 

 

5:30p, Movie Night at the 

Barn 

6:30p, Chancel Choir 

practice 

7:45p, Praise Team 

7-8p, Bible Study at 

Musgrave home 

21 

 

9a, Walnut Trip 

22 

Office Vol:  Marge Carna-

han 

23 

 

24 

Sr. BLAST information 

meeting after each service 

 

10:45 & 11:45, CLT 

information meeting 

 

1-6pm, Fellowship Hall 

rented 

25 

 

 

 

 

26 

9:30a, Alanon 

Noon, AA 

 

 

 

27 

 

 

6:30p, Chancel Choir 

practice 

 

7:45p, Praise Team 

 

 

28 

 

 

 

6:30p, Confirmation 

Meeting for 7th graders 

and parents 

29  Office Vol:  Pat 

Papenheim 

 

30 

 

 

 

31 

 

September 1 

 

Office Closed 

 

Labor Day 

 

 

 

 

2 

9:30a, Sr. Singers practice 

9:30a, Alanon; Noon, AA 

 

7:000p, Trustees Meeting 

 

3 

 

 

 

6:30p, Chancel Choir 

practice 

 

7:45p, Praise Team 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5   Office Vol:  Marlys 

Borcherding 

6 

 

Habitat for Humanity 

If you see that your name is not listed, 

please call the church office at 278-2097,  

or email at nhfamily@newhopedsm.org, 

so we can update our files.  

“May God’s many blessings, be yours the year through.” 

Happy Birthday to you!! 

1 Anita Gaul, Melisa Forbes, Jeffrey Duis, 

 Jackie Johnson, Jackson Zimmerman 

3      Ryan Dickey, Carly Mohrman 

4      Mona Kirkpatrick 

5 Chibs Ukabiala, Joyce Turek,            

 Victoria Siffin 

6 Gus Skovgard, Jamie Carlson 

8 Georgia Wilson, Owen Johnston, 

 Patricia Ahnen, Tammy Dann 

10 Bev Kile, Megan Madison, Allison 

Lemke, 

11 Lucy Wilmoth, Sheldon Stout 

12 Joe Hoffman 

13 Todd McGinnity, Judy Stout,                

Kilee DeBates, Triston Nearmyer,        

Allison Christensen 

14 David Cossa 

15 Zoe Goodson 

16 Gary Stubbs, Emily French,             

Chandler Heiser, Carolyn Burrough 

3 Craig & Jody Ferguson  

3 Joe & Cathy Short 

6 Jeffrey & Beth Merrill  

7 Chad & Alissa Strauss 

8 Tim & Brenda McCulley  

9 Lyle & Dawn Pritchard  

14 Richard & Charlene Cobb 

16 Bill & Pam Gibbons  

20 Bob & Sue Soards 

24 David & Kate Cossa 

25 Mark & Leah Scherer 

27 Jerry & Linda Kielsmeier 

29 Jody & Darla Wolfe 

30 William & Katie Rock  

31 Dan & Lucy Wilmoth 

 

18 Jodi Christensen, Brock Moore,  Marilyn 

Rapp, Carsten Thompson 

19 Annabelle Carrigan, Monica Johnson 

20 Margaret Hemphill,  Katie Rock, 

 Darlene Caldwell 

21 Tim Welter, Chris Hartung,  

 Katarina Moore, Dan Hitchcock 

22 Cari Gregg, Sophia Garside 

23 Deb Cale, Nancy Wiles, Jessica Stern, 

Roger Dann 

24 Carey Hinman, Karen Johnston,           

Brendon Riley, Stephanie Alcorn 

25 Esther Stout, Greg Meyers      

26 Andrew Bogue 

27 Kadence Wigant 

28 Donna Kinsey, Cameron  Christensen, 

Abigail Boulting, Karen Campbell, 

Bradyn Johnson 

29 Suzie Martz, Catherine Leyda, 

 Armenta Buckingham, Brandin Johnson 

30 Lynn Davisson, Sam Fairchild 

31 Ethan Johnston, Guelda King 

Happy Anniversary!!! 
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August Sermon Series:  The Power of One 
 

August 3 Title: “The Power of One person”     Text: Matthew 14:13-21,  Communion 

 

August 10  Title: “The Power of One Day”    Text: Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 17  Title: “The Power of One Invite”    Text: Matthew 15:21-28 
 

August 24   Title: “The Power of One Prayer”     Text: Matthew 6:5-13 and Romans 8:26-27  
 

August 31   Title: “The Power of One Decision”     Text: Matthew 16:21-28 

When my wife, Anita, and I moved back to Iowa from attending seminary in Texas a number of years ago (I'm not admit-

ting how many), we carried nearly all of our "worldly possessions" in a four by eight U-Haul trailer.  Now, when we 

moved here to New Hope, it took a whole semi-trailer to carry all of our "stuff."  (Side note: the semi-trailer was too big 

to get back to the house, which they were warned about, so it made unloading "interesting"). 

 

Over the years, we have developed a system for dealing with all of our belongings when moving.  We have the movers 

place the boxes that we won't unpack right away in the garage.  That way the house doesn't get so cluttered and we can 

take our time unpacking without tripping over all the boxes.  This has worked very well and leaves the house open and 

uncluttered.  It almost makes it seem like we are settled in right away (as long as we don't look in the garage). 

 

As I reflect on the advantages of an uncluttered house, I can't help falling into the habit most pastors have of relating all 

of our experiences to our relationship with God.  I wonder whether our lives are overly cluttered with "baggage" that gets 

in the way of our worshipping and following God. 

 

I know Anita and I have not uncluttered our lives as much as we planned to by getting rid of more of our "cherished pos-

sessions."  Not to place blame, but that's partly your fault.  You have such a large and beautiful parsonage we didn't need 

to get rid of our extra furniture.  There's room for it all! 

 

Now I also have a lot of "thank yous" to share and I'll begin here.  All of the work done on the parsonage was wonderful!  

The painting of all of the walls and ceilings was amazing.  I've painted enough to know how hard and how much work 

that was and I am in awe of what you've done.  Also, the selection of carpet, fixtures, window blinds, and appliances was 

done so well.  And the very special touches.  Anita and I found baskets of goodies, treats, and food to get us through until 

we could settle in.  The new refrigerator/freezer was especially put to good use with casseroles, pies, baked goods, meats 

and cheeses ready to heat and serve. 

 

But besides the parsonage, the welcome you have given us has been tremendous.  I enjoyed dropping by the Barn in John-

ston for the Vacation Bible School where I met new people and surprisingly saw some familiar faces (as I have past con-

nections with a number of families here).  Anita and I received a wonderful welcome from you on our first Sunday on 

July 6 and made many more connections with new people and finding those where we knew people or places in common. 

As I pointed out in my message on July 6, we were part of the same family even before we met each other and now we'll 

be able to celebrate and enjoy that family connection directly. 

 

Blessings to all of you and as we begin our shared ministry here together and "unclutter" our lives to serve God more ef-

fectively.  (Another side note:  our unpacking has progressed far enough that we can get both cars in the garage!). 

 

Grace and peace, 

...part of the same family even before we met each other ... 



 

Church address:  nhfamily@newhopedsm.org 
Jon Gaul:  jgaul@newhopedsm.org 

Jon Gaul 


